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[Inclosure No. 2.] 
Summary of transactions of service, tic., during July, 1899. 

Total number of deaths reported during July, 1899 173 

Total number of deaths reported during July, 1898 178 

Total number of births reported during July, 1899 66 

Total number of births reported during July, 1898 17 

Total number of vessels inspected during July, 1899 26 

Total number of bills of health issued during July, 1899 30 

Number of vessels in quarantine during July, 1899 2 

Number of passengers whose baggage was disinfected during July, 1899 25 

Number of vessels inspected during July, 1898 13- 

Number of vessels which sailed during July, 1898 12 

Number of immigrants inspected during July, 1899 96 

Rejections , 0- 

The figures given above for 1898 are from the official records, but they are, I am 
afraid, far from being accurate, which is not strange when we consider that the war was 
in progress at that time and that this island was invaded by the Americans during July. 

Weekly report from Ponce. 

Ponce, Porto Eico, August 7, 1899. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith the quarantine and 
abstract of bills of health reports for the week ended August 5. During 
the week nothing of interest has occurred among the shipping, and the 
general health of Ponce continues as before. 

Eespectfully, yours; C. H. Lavinder, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Immigrants inspected at Ponce, Porto Pico, during July, 1899. 

Ponce, Porto Eico, July SI, 1899. 
Sir: I have the honor to give below the number of immigrants 
inspected by this office during the month of July, with rejections : 

July 4, steamship Salvador, Fort de France and St. Thomas 6 

July 5, steamship Philadelphia, Curacao and La Guayra... 58 

July 11, steamship Telesfora, Spain 2 

July 12, steamship Matteo Bruzzo, La Guayra 2 

July 17, steamship Salvador, Fort de France and St. Domingo 4 

July 21, steamship Maria Herrera, Cuba and St. Domingo 7 

July 25, steamship Caracas, Porto Cabello, Curacao, La Guayra 11 

July 29, steamship Esk, Barbados and Antigua 5 

July 30, steamship Catalina, Barcelona 1 

Total 96 

There were no rejections during the month. 

Eespectfully, yours, C. H. Lavinder, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. M. S. 

Monthly report from San Juan. 

San Juan, Porto Eico, August 4., 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report for the month 
of July, 1899 : 

Number of births reported ." 58 

Number of births reported, 1898 (comparative) 46 

Number of deaths reported 60 

Number of deaths reported, 1898 (comparative) .".['. 54 

A list of the causes of deaths inclosed. 

Number of vessels inspected during the month 44 

Number of vessels inspected during July, 1898 (comparative) '.'....', 2 
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Mortality report from San Juan — Continued. 

Number of vessels under observation quarantine 3 

Number of persons detained under observation 1 

Number of pieces of baggage disinfected 22 

Vaccination certificates are still vis6d, although smallpox has prac- 
tically been stamped out upon this island. 

There are some cases of deDgue in San Juan, otherwise the city and 
district are healthy. In the cases which I have seen the eruption was 
well marked. 

For the four weeks ended July 29, the reports forwarded to this office 
by the sanitary inspectors of the Marine-Hospital Service of the six 
subports show 108 deaths at Mayaguez, 125 at Arecibo, 40 at Humacao, 
55 at Aguadilla, 13 at Fajardo, and 12 at Arroyo. The causes of death 
■do not show any quarantinable diseases. The rate in the Arecibo dis- 
trict is excessively high, said to be due to dysentery and defective and 
scanty diet. 

The number of vessels inspected during the month at the subports was 
as follows : Aguadilla, 4 ; Arecibo, 7 ; Arroyo, 8 ; Fajardo, 5 ; Huma- 
■cao, 16; Mayaguez, 16. 

I also inclose quarterly sanitary report of St. Thomas, Danish West 
Indies, for the period ended June 30, 1899, sent me by Dr. P. Morten- 
sen, king's physician and port inspector. 

Respectfully, yours, A. H. Glennan, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. E. 8., In Command. 

[Inclosure.] 

Vital statistics of San Juan, Porto Rico, for July, 1899. 

Death rate, July, 1899— 

Malnutrition. 3 

Anaemia j 3 

Convulsions (intestinal parasites)... 1 

Capillary bronchitis 1 

Broncho-pneumonia 2 

Intestinal colic ' 

Colitis v 2 

Cirrhosis of the liver 2 

Cancer 2 

Cerebral congestion 5 

Diphtheria 1 

Entero-colitis 2 

Encephalitis •• 2 

Acute endocarditis 1 

Malaria 2 

Pernicious malarial fever 1 

Typhoid fever • 1 

Stillborn \ 

Fracture at the base of the skull 1 

Chronic gastro-enteritis J- 

Hemorrhage (puerperal) j- 

Mitral insufficiency * 

Acute meningitis ~ 

Tuberculous meningitis ™ 

Chronic myelitis J 

Interstitial nephritis * 

Cardiac failure £ 

Rachitis ^ 

Tracheal tuberculosis £ 

Pulmonary tuberculosis •* 

Tetanus infantum * 

Traumatic tetanus £ 

Uraemia 



Varicella. 



Total. 



1 



60 
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Vital statistic* of San Juan, Porto Rico, for July, 1899 — Continued. 

July, 1898— 

Births 46 

Deaths 34 

July, 1899— 

Births 58 

Deaths 6ft 

The storm at Ponce. 

Ponce, Porto Eico, August 10, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the city of Ponce has just 
sustained very severe damage by hurricane and flood, resulting in the 
partial wrecking of the town, the loss of probably 200 lives, and an 
immense amount of property. I have been unable to get to my office 
since the 8th, until to-day. Few details are known as yet. This is 
written hurriedly to catch a mail which is just leaviDg. 

My office suffered no serious damage. Fortunately there were few 
vessels in the harbor. Most of those in the harbor are wrecks. My 
disinfecting room is, I fear, totally destroyed. 

Eespectfully, yours, C. H. Lavinder, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service. J 

REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., August 8, 1899. — I have the honor to report that 
during the past three weeks 13 persons have been taken from G. H. and 
8. A. train from Mexico, and held in detention camp for period of ten 
days, and baggage fumigated. These parties were from various parts 
of Mexico, and none of them had certificates, hence their detention. 

The fords along the Eio Grande between this port and Del Eio, Tex., 
are being closely watched by guards of the Service, and entrance of 
persons from Mexico into the United States being refused by them 
daily. 

Eespectfully, yours, A. F. Fegan, 

Acting Sanitary Officer, TT. 8. M. H. 8. 

Laredo, Tex., August IS, 1899. — Detention camp: The following per- 
sons went on duty at detention camp on August 11, 1899 : Cristoval Bena- 
vider, jr., quarantine guard; W. C. Chamberlain, "Immune," quaran- 
tine guard ; Eduardo Euis, quarantine cook ; Luis Martinez, scavenger. 

The cook will be used as a guard and to supervise the cleaning of the 
^camp when not on duty as cook. The cook is to receive rations only 
Vhen cooking for persons detained. The others are not furnished 
rations. I was ready to receive guests on the evening of August 11, 
although the barb-wire fence had not been completed. The camp is 
situated on the river bank at the American end of the international 
bridge, as per sketch inclosed. I have erected 6 small A tents, fur- 
nished with woven-wire cots, mattresses, pillows, sheets, 1 small dress- 
ing tent, 1 dining tent with table capable of seating 10 persons, 1 large 
kitchen tent, and another tent in which persons may remain while 
baggage, etc., is being disinfected, and a guard tent at entrance to 
the inclosure. All the small tents are double ; that is, one tent over 
another, so that they may be cooler. The dining tent is provided with 
a fly. The privy is arranged on the dry-earth plan, to be cleaned once or 



